
In The New York Times, Eric Asimov champions Cabernet Sauvignon and includes Smith-Madrone s 
one of his favorites.

Standing Up for Cabernet Sauvignon

THE POUR  by Eric Asimov, September 8, 2026
In my wine-drinking circles, it's become all too common to  
hear people say, “I almost never drink cabernet 
sauvignon.” As somebody who got into wine in the 1980s, 
as cabernet and Bordeaux, cabernet’s ancestral home, were 
ascending to the heights of their modern popularity, this 
seems bizarre. Yet, it’s also understandable…The world in 
which cabernet achieved its commanding presence has 
changed. People’s tastes and perceptions have 
evolved….But cabernet and Bordeaux are simply too good 
to ignore. To dismiss them is a mistake….So, today, I want 
to stand up for cabernet sauvignon.

Good cabernet is far more versatile, with food and with 
time, than the perceptions would have it. ….I love a 
medium-bodied cabernet wine or Bordeaux with a roast 
chicken. For me, the best cabernets are savory rather than 
sweet fruited, often with floral aromas. They are not fruit 
bombs but “great drinks,” as Hugh Johnson once said…

….Three of my favorite midrange Napa cabs, those from 
Matthiasson, Smith-Madrone and Frog’s Leap, retail for 
around $75. 
I would like people who dismiss cabernet sauvignon and 
Bordeaux to reconsider their opinions….Those who have 
rejected cabernet ought to re-evaluate their rationale. As 
much as I love to explore grapes and styles that are new to 
me, the classics are important….But the whole picture is far 
more interesting and beautiful.
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